An-Nahl (The Bee) [16:98]





When you read the Qur'an, seek Allah's protection from Satan the rejected one.

MUHAMMAD HUSAIN TABA TABAI (AR)

So when you recite the Qura’n  seek refuge with Allah from Satan the outcast.

The word “ Istiaz” means to seek refuge and so the verse says when you recite the Qur’an, then seek protection with God while you recite, so that He may shelter you from the allurements of the Satan. The refuge for which the order has been given  is the inner condition of the reciter and he should create the desire to seek refuge while he recites. 

When the reciter says , “ I seek the protection of God from Satan the outcast”  or some similar words , he seeks protection for his soul . God has ordered us to seek refuge but has not said,  “ Qul Audhubillah”.

“ verily he has no power over those who believe and put their trust only in God.” Here the reason and cause of the previous verse is being mentioned. When you recite, seek shelter with Allah while you do it, because he who believes in God relies upon Him, and Satan has no power over him. It is clear that seeking shelter with God is because the person relies and believes in God who says “seeking refuge” is for those who trust and rely on God and Satan has no control over such people. 

Secondly belief and reliance is the criterion for obedience. God speaks about Iblis in verse 42 of Surah Hijr, “Certainly you shall have no authority over my slaves excepting those who follow you. Among the evil doers.”  Here again God has denied Satan’s control over mankind. 

“Tawwakal” is to submit oneself totally to someone else for betterment and this is a special kind of obedience combined with reliance. “His power is only over those who obey and follow him and those who join partners with him.” The entire three criterions here are for Iblis. 

It means he rules only those who take him as their protector and perform their deeds as he wishes and obey him. His authority depends on the fact that they make partners for God through him and take him as their protector instead of God. 

In verse 61 of Surah Yasin God says, “Did I not ordain for you O children of Adam that you should not worship Satan? Verily he is a plain enemy to you. And that you worship Me. That is the straight path.” 

What the verse says is that it is idolatry and polytheism to worship those that have been denied by God. Secondly there is no link between relying on god and worshipping Satan, and he who does not rely on God befriends Satan. 

Abu Baseer is recorded in Al Kafi to have narrated the Hadith by saying, 

I asked Imam Sadiq about the verse, So when you want to recite the Qura’n seek refuge with Allah from Shaitan.  He said, O Muhammad! By God Satan will overpower the body of man but not on his belief. Surely he took control of the Body of the Prophet Ayub and his body was affected but he could not take control of his religion. Satan takes control of the believer’s body but not on his belief.
Abu Baseer says, 

I asked the Imam about the verse, His power is only over those who obey and follow him and those who make partners for God. The Imam said, 

They are the idolaters and polytheists. Satan takes control of their bodies as well as their belief.

This Hadith is recorded in Ayyashi through Abu Baseer too .

Hakim is recorded to have narrated in Durre Manthur  and Bahiqi has certified in Sha’bal Iman that Ibn Abbas  has said, 

MIR AHMED ALI (AR)

(no commentary available for this verse)

Ayatullah Kamal Faqih Imani and several scholars

This noble verse explains the ways for making use of the Glorious Qur'an and that how it ought to be recited. The fact that the Qur'an has got a rich content is not adequate by itself; the obstacles must also be removed from our entire existence, as well as form the thought and environment of our thought and entity, if we are to discover the true meaning of that rich content. Therefore, at first it says:

" So when you recite the Qur'an, seek refuge with Allah from (the vices of) the Satan, the accursed. "

Certainly, the aim is not merely to recite the sentence "I refuge with Allah from (the vices of) the Satan, the accursed", but one must turn the term 'mentioning' into 'thinking' so that this thinking becomes a pre-requisite for the realization of that state in the self and soul within which man turns to Allah and distances himself from the whims and violent passions which hinder man's correct understanding, thus seeking refuge with Allah at the time of reciting every single verse. This makes it possible for us to be kept away from the satanical temptations which stand between us and Allah's enlivening words. Unless such a state of mind is achieved, one cannot have a true understanding of the facts of the Holy Qur'an.

A Persian poem says: The beauty of our sweetheart is not veiled and covered all over; dust off yourself so as you may be able to see it. Unless one's self- hood is not kept intact from all of what is forbidden; one's heart will not be turned into a mirror for reflecting the Divine rays of light.

Explanations:

1. Every good deed might also be accompanied by certain defects, as is the case with 'glory' the counter- acting agent of which might be 'pride'; and 'serving people' the counter- acting of which might be indebtedness. The reciting of the Qur'an may also have certain counter- acting factors attached to it, such as exposing of oneself and exhibitionism, the acquisition of wealth, negative competitions, deceiving people, wrong understanding, and interpreting it according to one's own criterion which serves one's own purpose against all of which one must safe- guard himself by seeking refuge with Allah.

Imam Sadiq (a.s.) has remarked: 

The recitation of the Qur'an requires three pre- conditions to be fulfilled: a humble heart, a void body, a vacant situation, which refers to a state of mind in which there is no prejudice involved. 

(Tafsir- Furqan)
2. Were the Qur'an to be accompanied by an interpretation, the views of the Immaculate Imams (a.s.) , and were it to be presented to the tender minds, it would serve as a means of guidance and one's development, and increasing of one's faith and knowledge. As the Qur'an proclaims: " (O' Prophet!) And when you recite the Qur'an, We place between you and those who do not believe in the Hereafter a hidden barrier. " (Sura Al- 'Isra', No. 17, verse 45) 

3. The Islamic quotations indicate that the blessed Prophet (S) at time of reciting the Qur'an, used to recite the sentence: 

'I seek refuge with Allah from (the vices of) the Satan, the accursed. " 

(Tafsir-Kanz- ud- Daqaiq)
At the end, seeking refuge with Allah implies that a lower- ranking person seeks refuge with a person of higher echelon to refuge him and to defend him against the enemy. In the meantime, this process is coupled with expression of humbleness, that is, one must seek refuge with Allah while reciting the Qur'an from the satanic temptations so that one can remain immune from all errors.

The process of seeking refuge in Allah is a recommended act while one is reciting the Qur'an, whether be it at the prayer times or at other times.

