UNITY OF ALILAH (TAWHID)
Al-Jibouri

Islam falls in the category of monotheistic creeds whose adherents believe in the
Oneness of God. This concept is referred to in Islam as Tawhid, and it is so
important and so vast that volumes of books have been written about it. Allama
al-Majlisi, for example, dedicates two entire volumes of his encyclopedic work
Bihar al-Anwar to this most important tenet of Islam. Tawhid instructs Muslims
that: there is only one God, one truth, one straight line between two points: God
and His servants, one family, one couple of parents, Adam and Even, one
human race, one heaven, and one hell.

Since the space here is limited, we will have to be brief as much as possible. Had
we been able to afford the space, we would have refuted the views of dualists and
polytheists as well as those who believe in the concept of the Trinity and in God
having a son, a daughter, a wife, or any close family relative!

1. TAWHID IN THE HOLY QUR'AN

The Holy Qur’an is an inexhaustible source of knowledge for those who seek to
discuss this subject. We have preferred here to be very brief in bringing the
reader the following aspects relevant to Tawhid as outlined in the Holy Qur’an.
Additional interesting and useful information shedding light on Tawhid is
included in two chapters to follow.

a. Allah is Unique, Peerless

Qura'nic verses testifying to the fact that Allah, Praise to Him, is One and peerless
and can never have a partner in His authority, or a similitude, nor can He have a
son, a daughter, an aunt, or any kin, are numerous; here are some of them:

(He is) the Originator of the heavens and the earth; He made mates for you
from among yourselves, and mates of (and for) the cattle, too, multiplying you
(humans and animals) thereby; nothing is like Him; and He is the Hearing, the
Seeing. (42:11) Say: He, Allah, is One. Allah is He on Whom all (beings and
things) depend. He does not beget, nor is He begotten. And none is like Him.
(112:1-4) He is Allah, the One, the Subduer (of all). (39:4) Say: Who is the Lord
of the heavens and the earth? Say: Allah. Say: Do you then take besides Him
guardians who do not control any benefit or harm for themselves? Say: Are the
blind and the seeing alike? Or can the darkness and the light be equal? Or have
they set up with Allah associates who have created creation like His, so what is
created became confused to them? Say: Allah is the Creator of all, and He is the
One, the Supreme. (13:16)

All these verses, and many others, testify that Allah is the One and Only God,
negating the theories of dualists or polytheists.



b. He is the Only Creator

None besides Allah has ever created anything out of nothing. He, and only He, is
the Creator, whereas everything besides Him is a creation of His. Everything in
the cosmos, the stars and constellations, the earth and its mountains, oceans,
rivers, vegetation, small or large beings, and the humans who live on it, are all
among His creations. Verses stressing this fact abound in the Holy Qura'n;
among them are: (See 13:16 above)

Allah is the Creator of everything and He has authority over everything. His are
the treasures of the heavens and the earth; as for those who disbelieve in the
communications of Allah, they surely are the losers. (39:62-63) Such is Allah,
your Lord, the Creator of everything; there is no God but He; whence are you
then turned away? (40:62) Such is Allah, your Lord; there is no god but He, the
Creator of all things; so, worship Him (and Him alone), and He has charge of
all things. (6:102) He is Allah, the Creator, the Maker, the Fashioner; His are
the most beautiful names; whatever in the heavens and in the earth declares His
glory, and He is the Mighty, the Wise. (59:24) (Allah is the) Wonderful
Originator of the heavens and the earth! How could He have a son when He has
no consort, and He (Himself) created everything? And He knows all things.
(6:101) O men! Call to mind the favour of Allah on you; is there any creator
besides Allah who gives you sustenance from the heavens and the earth? There
is no god but He; whence are you then turned away? (35:3) Surely your Lord is
Allah Who created the heavens and the earth in six periods of time, and He is
firm in power; He throws the veil of night over the day, which it incessantly
pursues, and (He created) the sun and the moon and the stars (and) made them
subservient (to you, serving you) by His command; surely His is the creation
and the command; blessed is Allah, the Lord of the worlds. (7:54)

c. The One in Godhead and in Nurturing His Beings

There is only One God for the entire cosmos. He deals with it as He pleases
without having anyone to share His authority, or to help Him. He manages the
affairs through many agents, the most noteworthy of whom are the angels who
outnumber by many, many times, all the residents of earth, and whose duties and
ranks vary a great deal. They carry out His orders most efficiently and effectively;
He enabled them to do so. Consider the following verses:

Surely your Lord is Allah Who created the heavens and the earth in six periods,
and He is firm in power, regulating the affairs; there is no intercessor except
with His permission. Such is Allah, your Lord; so, worship Him; will you not
then mind? (10:3) Allah raised the heavens without any pillars that you can see,
and He is firm in power, and He made the sun and the moon subservient (to
you): each pursues its course to an appointed time; He regulates the affairs,
making clear the signs so that you may be certain of meeting your Lord. (13:2)
He is the Supreme above His servants, and He sends keepers over you until,
when death comes to one of you, Our messengers (angels of death) cause him to
die, and they are not remiss. (6:61)



Allah takes the souls away at the time of death (through His agents, the angels
of death), and those that do not die during their sleep, He withholds those on
whom He has passed the decree of death and sends the others back till an
appointed term; most surely there are signs in this for people who reflect.

(39:42)

And seek assistance through patience and prayer, and most surely it is hard
except for the humble ones. (2:45) Say: Allah's is the intercession all of it; His is
the kingdom of the heavens and the earth, then to Him shall you all be brought
back. (39:44) And how many an angel is there in the heavens whose
intercession does not avail at all except after Allah has given permission to
whom He pleases and chooses (to receive His mercy)? (53:26) Say: None in the
heavens and in the earth knows the unseen except Allah, and they do not know
when they shall be raised. (27:65) On no account will Allah leave the believers in
the condition in which you are till He separates the evil from the good, nor is
Allah going to make you acquainted with the unseen, but Allah chooses as His
prophets whomsoever He pleases; so, believe in Allah and in His prophets, and
if you believe and guard (yourselves against evil), you shall then have a great
reward. (3:179) And when I am sick, He restores health to me. (26:80) And We
reveal of the Qur’an that wherein there is a healing and a mercy to the believers,
and it adds only perdition to the unjust ones. (17:82) Surely Allah bestows
sustenance, the Lord of Power, the Strong One. (51:58) ... and maintain them
out of (the benefits thereof), and clothe them and speak to them words of honest
advice. (4:5)

Have you considered what you sow? Is it you that cause it to grow, or do We not
cause its growth?! (56:63-64) ... it delights the one that sows it, so that He may
enrage the unbelievers on their account; Allah has promised those who believe
and do good from among them forgiveness and a great reward. (48:29) ... Allah
writes down (through His agents, the angels) what they decide by night;
therefore, turn aside from them and trust in Allah, and Allah suffices as the
Protector. (4:81) Aye! And Our messengers (angels) are with them writing
down (whatever they say and do). (43:80) As for those who do not believe in the
hereafter, We have surely made their deeds fair-seeming to them, so they
blindly wander on. (27:4) And Satan made their deeds fair-seeming to them and
said: No one can overcome you this day, and surely I am your protector. But
when the two parties came in sight of each other, he turned upon his heels and
said: Surely I am clear of you; surely I see what you do not see; surely I fear
Allah. And Allah is severe in requiting (evil). (8:48)

And We have appointed form them comrades, so they have made fair-seeming
to them what is before them and what is behind them. (41:25) Say: Who gives
you sustenance from the heavens and the earth? Or Who controls the hearing
and the sight? And Who brings forth the living from the dead and the dead from
the living? And Who regulates the affairs? They will then say: Allah. Say: Will
you not then guard (yourselves against evil)? (20:31) Then those that regulate
the affair (on behalf of and according to the instructions of Allah)... (79:5) ...



and you did not smite them when you smote (the, the enemy), but it was Allah
Who smote (them). (8:17)

Had there been in them any gods other than Allah, they would have both been in
a state of disorder; therefore, glory to Allah, the Lord of the dominion, above
what they attribute (to Him). (21:22) Neither did Allah take to Himself a son,
and never was there with him any (other) god; in that case, each god would
certainly have taken away what he created, and some of them would certainly
have overpowered others; glory to Allah above what they describe! (23:91)

d. Allah is the Only Source of Legislation

For the Muslims, Allah is the only One Who legislates every rule of their lives.
Such a code of legislation, i.e. the Sharia, regulates everyone's relationship with
all others as well as with his/her Lord and Maker. The Holy Qur’an clearly
indicates that no man-made law or constitution is acceptable, that the only canon
is the Holy Qura'n. Verses requiring the believers to obey only Allah are
numerous; here are some of them:

You do not worship besides Him except names which you yourselves and your
fathers have named; Allah has not sent down any authority for them; judgment
is only Allah's; He has commanded that you should worship none but Him; this
is the right religion, but most people do not know. (12:40) Is it then the
judgment of (the times of) ignorance (jahiliyya) that they desire? And who is
better than Allah to judge for people who are sure? (5:50) Surely We revealed
the Torah in which there was guidance and light. With it, the prophets who
submitted themselves (to Allah) judged (matters) for those who were Jews, and
the masters of Divine knowledge and the doctors, because they were required to
guard (part) of the Book of Allah, and they were witnesses thereof; therefore, do
not fear the people but fear Me, and do not take a small price for My
communications. Whoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, they are
the unbelievers. And We prescribed to them in it that: a life for a life, an eye for
an eye, a nose for a nose, an ear for an ear, a tooth for a tooth, and (that there
is) reprisal in wounds; but whoever forgoes it, it shall be an expiation for him,
and whoever does not judge by what Allah revealed, those are they that are the
unjust. And We sent after them in their footsteps Jesus son of Mary testifying to
what was before him of the Torah, and We gave him the Gospel wherein there
was guidance and light and testifying to what was before it of the Torah, and a
guidance, and an admonition for those who guard (themselves against evil).
And the People of the Book should have judged by what Allah revealed in it, and
whoever does not judge by what Allah revealed, those are they that are the

transgressors. (5:44-47)



The questions that force themselves on us here are: Are Muslims really following
the Islamic Sharia? Are they deriving their laws from the Holy Qur’an? Do their
legal, social, and economical systems adhere to the Holy Qur’an? What about
their blind imitation of the anti-Islamic Western way of life? What about their
bowing down to the authority of the organization called the "United Nations"
which is ruled by the non-Muslim and anti-Islamic permanent members of its
Security Council?

Why do they brag about following the so-called "international law" knowing that
it is neither the law of the Holy Qur’an, nor does the Islamic Sharia make room
for any man-made code of any kind whatsoever? For how long will they keep
closing their eyes to the fact that the United Nations is united only against them?
Will they ever wake up? When will they ever tell the United Nations to go to hell?
But they have first of all to purge their countries of corrupt rulers who fear
nothing more than the Islamic Shari'a and who derive their strength not from
public support but from the enemies of the Islamic Sharia.

e. The Only One to Obey

Only Allah should be obeyed. Obedience of His commandments manifests one's
submission to Him. A Muslim is required to do only what pleases Allah and what
He has decreed as permissible. Anything besides that is apostasy:

Be careful of (your duty to) Allah as much as you can, and hear and obey and
spend (of what He bestows upon you); it is better for your souls (that you do so),
and whoever is saved from the greediness of his soul, these it is that are the
successful. (64:16) And We did not send any prophet except that he should be
obeyed by Allah's permission. (4:64)

f. Allah is the Only Judge

Allah is the only Judge, the Judge of Judges, the One Whose authority is above
that of anyone else's. His Word is the law, His injunctions are binding on
everyone. To accept anyone else's judgment in preference to Allah's is to commit
shirk; we seek refuge with Him against doing so. Consider the following verses:
(See 12:40 above)

Say: Surely I have a manifest proof from my Lord but you call it a lie; I have
not with me (to bring about) that which you hasten; judgment is only Allah's;
He relates the truth and He is the best of those who decide. (6:57) Then they are
sent back to Allah, their Master, the True One; surely His is the judgment, and
He is the swiftest in taking account. (6:62) O David! Surely We have made you a
ruler in the land; so judge between men with justice and do not follow (your
own personal) desire lest it should lead you astray from the path of Allah.
(38:26)



g. Rewards of Testifying that "There is no god except Allah"

To articulate the testimony of La ilaha illa-Allah (There is no god except Allah) is
regarded in Islam as an act of worship for which the believer will be richly
rewarded. Such rewards are recorded starting from p. 20 of Thawab al-Amal wa
Igab al-Amal by the great mentor Abu Ja’far Muhammed ibn Ali ibn al-Husain
ibn Babawayh al-Saduq al-Qummi (d. 381 A.H./991 A.D.) and published in 1410
A.H./1989 A.D. by al-Alami Establishment for Publications (Beirut, Lebanon).
We would like to quote some of the very interesting and enlightening text on
those pages for the benefit of the dear reader:

Abu Saeed al-Khudri [1] quotes the Messenger of Allah saying, "Allah, the most
Exalted and Sublime, said once to Moses son of Imran (Amram), O Moses! Had
the heavens and all those who reside therein, as well as those of the seven
(layers) of earth, been placed on one scale and La ilha illa-Allah on the other,
the scale containing La ilaha illa-Allah would surely have weighed more."

The great sahabi Jabir ibn Abdullah al-Ansari quotes the Messenger of Allah
saying, Two most sure things are: 1) Whoever dies testifying that There is no

god except Allah will enter Paradise and, 2) Whoever dies associating anything
with Allah will enter the fire (of hell).

Imam Jafer al-Sadiq quotes his great grandfather the Messenger of Allah saying,
Teach your dying persons to say: La ilaha illa-Allah, for it will smash their sins
all of them." He was asked, "O Messenger of Allah! What about one who says so
while enjoying good health?" He said, "That is more smashing to them, more so,
and still more! Indeed, La ilaha illa-Allah is the best companion of anyone
during his lifetime, when he dies, and when he is brought back to life again...
Gabriel has said (to me): "O Muhammad! Were you only to see them when they
are brought back to life again! Some are raised with white faces calling out: La
ilaha illa-Allah! Allahu Akbar! And the faces of others will be black, and they
will be crying out: Ya Waylah! Ya Thuburah! (O woe unto me! O what a
calamity!)’

The Messenger of Allah has said, Whoever says: La ilaha illa-Allah will have a
tree planted for him in Paradise of red sapphire; it is planted in white musk, is
sweeter than honey and is more white than snow; its fragrance is better than
musk, its fruit looks like virgins' breasts, and it opens up for seventy outfits.

Jabir ibn Yazid al-Jufi quotes Imam Abu Jafer al-Baqir who quotes the
Messenger of Allah saying, For everything there is something else equal to it
except Allah, the Exalted, the Sublime, for nothing at all equals Him, and so is
La ilaha illa-Allah: nothing equals it. Nothing can weigh heavier than one's tear
shed out of fear of Allah. If it trickles down his face, no exhaustion nor
humiliation shall ever touch it (his face) thereafter.



The Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali ibn Abu Talib has said, Whenever a
servant of Allah says: La ilaha illa-Allah, it (the statement) ascends piercing
every ceiling, wiping out his sins as it passes by them till it reaches its
equivalent in good deeds. It is only there that it will.

Abu Jafer, Imam Muhammed al-Baqir, has said, Nothing is more rewardable
than testifying that There is no god except Allah, for nothing equates Allah, the
most Exalted One, nor is there any partner with him.

Abu Saeed al-Khudri quotes the Messenger of Allah saying, I have not said
anything, nor has anyone else before me, like: La ilaha illa-Allah.

Abu Abdullah Imam Jafer al-Sadiq has said, The testimony of la ilaha illa-Allah
is the price of Paradise.

The Messenger of Allah is quoted saying, Repeat la ilaha illa-Allah and Allahu
Akbar as often as you can, for Allah loves nothing more than them both.

Of course the more you pronounce this short but very weighty statement, the
more rewards you will earn. Imam Ja’far al-Sadiq has said, Whoever repeats the
testimony of la ilaha illa-Allah a hundred times is better than all other people
that day except one who repeats it more often than him.

Imam al-Sadiq has also said, If one says La ilaha illa-Allah a hundred times
prior to going to bed, Allah builds him a mansion in Paradise, and whoever
seeks Allah's forgiveness a hundred times before going to bed, his sins will fall
down as leaves fall down from the trees.



