Imam Ali (AS) on
SEEKING THE PROTECTION OF ALLAH
FROM SHAYTAN

Hazrat Ali (AS) says in the Sermon of Qazea in the Nahjul-Balagha:

O people! Satan has rendered himself accursed because of his jealousy. Beware,
you too might get involved in jealousy meet the same fate as Satan. Allah
banished Satan from the Heaven because of his jealousy. He earned the
displeasure and ire of Allah because of his pride and jealousy. How will you
expect to achieve Heaven if you too are proud and jealous! When the mentor of
the angels, Iblis, was sent out of the Heaven because of his pride and jealousy,
how can ordinary mortals like you dream of entering the Heaven if they practice
these undesirable traits.

Satan was busy supplicating to Allah for long years but for one act of pride he
earned the displeasure of Allah to be banished from the Heaven for all time. It
must be remembered, therefore, that pride and greatness is only for Allah! Allah
says,” Magnificence and Greatness only suit Me! You humans! What use your
bragging? Conceit and pride are not your raiment. Talking big doesn’t suit you.
All men in the eyes of Allah are beggars and needy. Allah says,

Worship Me that there is no god other than Me!

If man becomes proud and conceited, he will become a partner of Satan!

I enjoin upon you fear of AllaAh Who has left no excuse against what He has
warned, has exhausted argument (of guidance) about the (right) path He has
shown. He has warned you of the enemy that steals into hearts and stealthily
speaks into ears, and thereby misguides and brings about destruction, makes
(false) promises and keeps under wrong impression, he represents evil sins in
attractive shape, and shows as light even serious crimes. When he has deceived
his comrades and exhausted the pledge he begins to find fault with what he
presented as good, and considers serious what he had shown as light, and
threatens from what he had shown as safe.

Therefore, you should fear lest Satan infects you with his disease, or leads you
astray through his call, or marches on you with his horsemen and footmen,
because, by my life, he has put the arrow in the bow for you, has stretched the
bow strongly, and has aimed at you from a nearby position, and:



He (Satan) said:

My Lord! because Thou hast left me to stray, certainly will
I adorn unto them the path of error, and certainly will I
cause them all to go astray. (Qur'an, 15:39)

Although he (Satan) had said so only by guessing about the unknown future and
by wrong conjecturing, yet the sons of vanity, the brothers of haughtiness and the
horsemen of pride and intolerance proved him to be true, so much so that when
disobedient persons from among you bowed before him, and his greed about you
gained strength; and what was a hidden secret turned into a clear fact, he spread
his full control over you and marched with his forces towards you.

Then they pushed you into the hollows of disgrace, threw you into the whirlpools
of slaughter, and trampled you, wounding you by striking your eyes with spears,
cutting your throats, tearing your nostrils, breaking your limbs and taking you in
ropes of control towards the fire already prepared. In this way he became more
harmful to your religion and a greater kindler of flames (of mischief) about your
worldly matters than the enemies against whom you showed open opposition and
against whom you marched your forces.

You should therefore spend all your force against him, and all your efforts against
him, because, by Allah, he boasted over your (i.e., Adam's) origin, questioned
your position and spoke lightly of your lineage. He advanced on you with his
army, and brought his footmen towards your path. They are chasing you from
every place, and they are hitting you at every finger joint. You are not able to
defend by any means, nor can you repulse them by any determination. You are in
the thick of disgrace, the ring of straitness, the field of death and the way of
distress.

You should therefore put out the fires of haughtiness and the flames of
intolerance that are hidden in your hearts. This vanity can exist in a Muslim only
by the machinations of Satan, his haughtiness, mischief and whisperings. Make
up your mind to have humility over your heads, to trample self-pride under your
feet and to cast off vanity from your necks. Adopt humility as the weapon
between you and your enemy, Satan and his forces. He certainly has, from every
people, fighters, helpers, footmen and horsemen. Do not be like him who feigned
superiority over the son of his own mother without any distinction given to him
by Allah except the feeling of envy which his feeling of greatness created in him
and the fire of anger that vanity kindled in his heart. Satan blew into his nose his
own vanity, after which Allah gave him remorse and made him responsible for
the sins of all killers up to the Day of Judgement.



